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previously been mentioned,8 and took with him his wife,
Bona of Savoy, and his daughters, Anna and Catherine, \\hen
the latter for the first time met that Medici family into which
she was long afterwards to marry They stayed with Lorenzo
and his brother Giuliano and their mother, Lucrezia Toma-
buoni, at the Medici Palace; and while they were amazed
at the art collections they saw gathered there, it is evident
that the nine-year-old girl looked with a sort of hero-worship
upon the twenty-two-year-old Lorenzo the Magnificent, for
during all the rest of her life, though she never saw him again,
she always held him in the greatest admiration. Although six
years later she became a member of a family who hated the
Medici with a deadly hatred, nothing ever obliterated from
her mind the memory of this visit, and she all her life felt a
strong attraction for the Medici and Florence.

In 1476 her father, Duke Galeazzo, was murdered, and the
Duchess Bona assumed the rule of Milan on behalf of her
six-year-old son, Gian Galeazzo. Catherine had by this time
been betrothed by her father to Girolamo Riario, nephew of
Pope Sixtus IV, and it was feared that the death of the Duke
might'cause this engagement to be broken off. However, it
did not do so, and in April 1477, when she was fifteen,9 she
was married by proxy at Milan, the small state of Imola, in
Romagna, being given her as a dowry. She journeyed to
Rome in much magnificence; and at Parma, Reggio, Modena,
and Bologna, as well as at Imola and every halting place in
the Papal states, was received with great ovations and festivi-
ties. She writes to her sister Chiara describing these recep-
tions, and how "they never cease feasting me." In these letters
she signs herself "Caterina Yicecomes," showing that the
Sforza carried on the name of the Visconti. After travelling in
this way for over a month she reached Rome. Seven miles
from the city she was met by her future husband, Girolamo
Riario, "that.ex-custom-house clerk who never became a
gentleman," with a very magnificent retinue; and as they
proceeded towards the city they were joined by cardinals,